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[bookmark: _GoBack]Balancing the Academics and Family Life.
Balancing between the academic world and family life or responsibilities has never been an easy feat. Like Richard Rodriguez in the essay ''Scholarship Boy'', every child is aware of the differences between the home and classroom life, and in one way or the other, the two worlds impact the child's academic success. In the essay, Richard discusses his struggles to balance the two very different worlds, the academic world and his family life. He discovers that his struggles are deliberately weighted on having an uneducated family and his overwhelming desire to learn. He knows that he has to choose between the two worlds as school is a stark contrast to life at home. It's during this struggle that the scholarship boy moves within the two environments looking for new ways of studying and, in the process, starts to isolate himself from his family. The essay's complexity is a dormant theme that may be seen as early as when Rodriguez dissects and analyzes the congratulatory statement he receives throughout his entire academic career, ''your parents must be very proud''. 
My schooling life was no better than that of a regular child. It is a part of my life that can never be forgotten. My parents placed different importance on schooling. My mother had this mentality that school was a temple of knowledge and anyone who went through school had to excel- at least she did. Based on her stories, my mother was a very simple girl, busy with her books and not very social. She secured a 90+ percentage throughout her school life. She was a hardworking and studious girl. Her nurses ‘degree was an indication that indeed she was a scholar. My father, on the other hand, despite his business success, showed little interest in his children's studies. He describes his school days as the days when teachers were considered his biggest enemies. 
With their distinct perceptions of schools, it wasn't easy for my siblings and me. My mother had emphasized studies scolding us every time we failed our tests or went into detention. She expected us to score A’s just as she did. She would often send us to our rooms to do school stuff. She would discourage us from playing video games and replaced the games with educational materials. My father would sometimes point out how insensitive she was, but we had to excel in our studies in her parenting way. Growing up, I loved school but not as much as my mother would have wanted me to. Unlike Rodriguez, I never got to hear the phrase ''your parents must be proud of you'' until the night of my graduation. I figured it was because I wasn't among the bright students; I was rather an average student. All in all, this didn't stop me from giving my best in school and not just to fulfill my mother's wishes.
Despite my academic capabilities, I valued education. I wanted to become a novelist. I wanted to write motivational books and novels, so I had to grasp every bit of information my mind could hold. Research suggests that parent's expectation appears to be both a cause and an effect of academic achievement. Unfortunately, I would disagree. My mother's educational background nor her esteemed expectations had no impact on my decision to join college. I joined college because it seemed right to me. I realized that academia was so much more than just facts and books. To be educated, one needed to engulf the experiences, mistakes, and lessons across the educational journey. After realizing this, college life was a roller coaster that passed away too fast. 
Although not all students may experience similar issues Rodriguez did as he grew up, it's right to state that the principle is similar. The experiences of Richard may be compared to those that a high school learner may encounter going into his/her first year of college. A high school's environment is more relaxed and the learner's day is scheduled, and his/her path is pre-determined for him/her. Upon entering college, the student encounters radical changes different from the high school's way of learning. There may be a struggle to find the appropriate balance for the new college student. Some of them may embrace their new environment and succeed, while others may find it difficult to adjust and, as a result, fall behind on their studies. They must eventually make this adjustment; otherwise, they'll have difficulties succeeding in any environment. Richard strives to remind us that there's more to education than just facts and books. Education encompasses more than just a school but an individual's entire environment; disregarding one area and focusing on another is to deny a whole part of one's maturity/growth as a person. It's essential to keep in mind that life itself is a type of education and that our quest for knowledge shall never truly come to an end.
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